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DSI

NRF in the Public R&D System 



Expressing the NRF Mandate

NRF 

mandate

Advancing 
Knowledge

▪ Support for research

▪ Provision of Research Infrastructure 
Platforms

▪ Provision of research equipment 

Transforming 
Lives

▪ Postgraduate support

▪ Emerging researcher support

Inspiring a 
Nation

▪ Science engagement through:

✓ Education

✓ Awareness

✓ Communications

Strengthening 
the NSI ▪ Building partnerships and synergies

▪ Providing system-wide information and 

intelligence



Advancing Knowledge – National Research Facilities

• Research Infrastructure provision

• Undertake research

• Human capacity development 

• Science Engagement



Perspective Number

Funded postgraduate students (Hon, M, PhD)

(Full and Partial Cost Model)
7 732

Funded researchers 3 200

Centres of Excellence

(15-year funding)
16

No. of learners, educators and students reached through school/HEI based initiatives

(in support of the school and HEI curriculum)
70 000

Country partnerships 43

Key Figures



Role of Industry Partnerships

Industry 
partner

Academia

IndustryInnovation

Impact

* Developing skilled 
human capacity.

* Joint research with 
industry.

* Collaborative networks.

Accelerate the co-
creation of knowledge 
products and evidence-

based products.



Overview: Innovation Skills Development 
Fund for Space Sciences

• Innovation Skills Development Fund for Space Sciences

• 2024-2027.

• Contribute towards SA’s space sector

• Scientific research for e.g. national security, disaster 
management, human settlements.

• Monitoring, Evaluation, Research, and Learning (MERL).

• SANSA, CSIR, TIA, TVETs, NRF Facilities and Units, Universities, 
Digital Earth SA, ARC, NEOSS, etc.



• Programmes – technology applications, products and services in e.g. agri, water resource 

management, urban planning, human settlements.

• Internships & scholarships for TVET graduates.

• Placement programmes with industry 

• Transnational and local training programmes, short-term student/staff exchange programmes

• International and regional mobility programmes

• Transnational training programmes, short-term exchange programmes

• Science communication and outreach

• Emphasis on inclusivity, diversity and equality

• Building technical competencies at research infrastructure facilities.

• Promotion/profiling of skills and competencies.

Capacity and Skills Development Activities





Questions & Discussion



Thank you

Koena Motloi
Director: Business Advancement

Ck.Motloi@nrf.ac.za

Refilwe Mashigo, 
Professional Officer: Business Advancement
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