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Current State of Data Access

1. Existing Policies: 

A. Spatial Data Infrastructure Act, 2003 (Act No. 54 of 2003)

establishes a framework for developing and managing a spatial data infrastructure in South Africa. It aims to 

facilitate capturing, managing, maintaining, integrating, distributing, and using spatial information.

B. Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA) No. 2 of 2000

aims to promote transparency, accountability and informed decision-making by ensuring access to relevant 

information.

C. Draft National Data and Cloud Policy

 aims to create an enabling environment for data and cloud services to ensure equitable access to data and 

cloud services.

2. Existing platforms: 

 SAEON, ARC, SAWS, STATSA, SANSA, SEAD-SA, SANBI etc. 



3. Challenges: 

• Decentralized data sources

• Excessive paperwork (B2B emails)

• Data redundancy (climate data)

• Data inconsistencies

• Data security (different protocols)

• Difficulty in data governance

• Increased data retrieval time
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Centralised Framework for State-Funded Data

CF4SFD

Proposed Framework

“Ensuring unrestricted access to state-funded data.”

Objectives

Simplify data usage
Enhanced data 

uptake
Promote data reuse 

(data circularity)



CF4SFD Architecture
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Benefits of CF4SFD

CS4SD

Single access point for geospatial and non-geospatial data, including in situ data.

Promotes innovation, research and technological advancements (HRDEM, climate data)

Drives economic growth (support industries)

Improved data quality and consistency

Enhanced data security

Cost-effective

Facilitated compliance and governance

Better resource allocation



Copernicus Climate Data Store (CDS) 

Case Study

https://cds.climate.copernicus.eu/cdsapp#!/home
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Why is it crucial to ensure unrestricted access to state-funded data?

• Start a dialogue around CF4SFD which could lead:

– Recommendation to changes to policies or formulation of new policies.

– Support the implementation of the centralized framework

– Participating in its development and usage

• Simplify data access

• Increase in data usage

• Promote data reuse (data circularity)

• Promote innovation

• Support and stimulate the industry, including the private sector.

Conclusion
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